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I

HavingJ been honored by an invitation to submis thutobiography for
publication, | had to reflect on the overarching influencescohtaffected my
life and professional outcomes. That reflection Wad come easily since the
product had to be realistic as well as well-baldn¢eame to the conclusion
that the manner in which my life evolved was atectot only by my
profession but was also heavily influenced by myriuming and events
which had a profound impact on me, my family, Pdlamd the world. In
retrospect that fickle entityzortuna also played an important role in my life:
first in surviving in events in Poland during Worl#ar 1l including the
Warsaw Uprising in 1944 and later in the decisibnsde in the midst of the
powerful social and political currents which domewh its aftermath in
Europe. Along with many others, War, the Occupatod Polish Resistance
during the War; the Uprising of 1944; being a POWhe Nazis; and service
in the Polish army in Italy and England were amdhg most formative
influences of my life along with the decision toigmate to the United States.

| was born in Warsaw on June 27, 1928, in a vetyigtic, committed
and duty—conscious intelligentsia family. My fath€adeusz, was an agricul-
tural engineer working in the Bank Rolny. My mothiena nee Grabowska,
was a highly idealistic intellectual who after bgwidowed in 1930 decided
to get a college education in order to supportfasily. My father had died
when | was two years old and my mother then haddbgonsibility of raising
her two sons on her own. She became a public sdkacher, engaged in
small business ventures and rented rooms out f@osuper family during the
years of the Depression in Poland and continuesl diring the German
occupation of the country. These activities to me&enomic ends meet were
outside the normal experiences of Intelligentsiansn in Poland at the time.
However, necessity can define character and despiteelatively poor living
conditions during the 1930s and during the Nazupeation, my mother was
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insistent that my brother and me not drop out dhost to work. To
accomplish this, she worked two jobs to supportanaily.

Despite these difficult times, she was able talicate in my brother and
me a profound regard for a Humanistic world view éyposing us to the
Esperanto Movement to which my family was deeplynoutted. This
Movement was based on the idea that an artifiegagllage — Esperanto —
imbued with the idea of the essential fraternityatifpeople, could serve to
overcome or at least reduce the tensions and alngscreated by various
languages and cultures. It is a tragic irony thgtfamily’s commitment to
this Movement had later to confront an ideology akhialso sought to
overcome differences but through conquest and mundazism. Antoni
Grabowski, my maternal grandfather, a chemist amguist by profession,
became the first Esperanto poet. In 1888 he hadirdterecorded discussion
in Esperanto with the creator of the language, Likddamenhof, and became
his life—long friend. Later, he translated leadimgrld poetry into Esperanto
including the Polish literary epiean Tadeusan 1933 he was commemorated
by a plaque on our house which was destroyed byGi#enans after they
captured Warsaw on September 27, 1939.

The ideals embedded in Esperanto, along with piet ©f service to
community and country, are the most important et@sef the legacy of my
mother. Her commitment to a humanistic approachiféo her respect for
learning; and her resiliency of spirit with whiches dealt with economic
hardship and the barbaric challenge of Nazism warglamental to my
development as a person and how | was to deal adtersity in the future.
Sorrowfully, her humanity led to her execution ifNazi concentration camp
for having pleaded for mercy for her mother whilelier she had provided
housing for a Jewish student since 1939 until $hdyefore the Warsaw
Uprising of 1944 in which the student died as oh&he military commanders
of the Uprising after graduating from a clandestP@ish officer training
program. For having sheltered the Jewish studémd, ad the rest of her
family would have been subject to immediate executi

My early education, along with that of my brotheho studied
engineering, was through the system of clandestheols established during
the Nazi occupation because the occupiers hadsaiedliall middle and higher
education for Polish citizens After the German siga of Poland, th&ecret
StatéResistance Movement set up by the legitimate Palisvernment—in—
exile in London with a number of ministers stillsiding underground in
Warsaw. This government organized a parallel Padigtte system which
included clandestine high schools and three uniiessas well as an under-
ground judicial system and a number of socio—malitactivities implemented
to reinforce Polish identity and foster cohesionaastrategy with which to
resist the occupiers. | pursued a curriculum in themanities which was
aligned with pre—war educational programs. The [pesafor participating in
this clandestine educational system included imprigent, outright execution
and Auschwitz.

At the Czackihigh school from which | graduated in Juidaf{a Matura).
| was privileged to have been taught there by fiede professors, some of
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whom because of their quality, joined the facult@sthe Universities of
Warsaw, Cracow and Lodz immediately after the wawas, however, too
young to finish the Lycee in order to be ready two# in the University
before the end of the Occupation. Consequentlymother’s educational plan
for me was left unfinished at the end of the wawaduld later achieve the
future she had envisioned for me and in this wagortinually honor her
memory and the ideals which she represented.

Il

The second set of circumstances which irrevocatigcted my life — was
the invasion of Poland in 1939 by Nazi Germany.hditgh War and the
Invasion were not unexpected, the fact of it atyuatcurring was met with a
combination of fatalism drawing upon Polish hist@yd a fierce patriotic
desire to defend the country against the invad®kand had expected to resist
the Nazis with British and French help which wah&we come via an attack
by British and French forces from France in thetveesSeptember 15, 1939.
This attack never took place and we had to figlet @ermans alone. The
shock and aw®f blitzkrieg (lighting war) and the carnage and devastation
which ensued overwhelmed the Polish ability to stesiespite a fierce
patriotism and many cases of heroism. And on Sdmtem7, 1939, the
Soviets entered Poland from the East. dbeils bargainbetween Germany
and Russia of the secret Ribbentrop — Molotov Pact sealed the fate of
Poland in terms of what was to come.

The occupation of Poland was horrendous: for e¥g&yman or traitor
executed by the Polish Resistance 100 Poles wereuted and their names
placed on posters throughout Warsaw. People wonlddlg be rounded up at
random, e.g. at bus stops, and taken off to beutgdcThere also was a strict
curfew. Violating it often resulted in summary exgon. For providing a Jew
with a piece of bread, water or any such help peaptre executed. The
occupation of Poland was unique in its brutality. fo other country of
occupied Europe was there such a sustained efyotthdd Nazis to eliminate
entire classes of people: the Intelligentsia, sedeladers and members of the
clergy were among the highest priority groups tedefor elimination. By
way of contrast, in occupied western Europe thatetyy of the German
occupiers was generally to use the local elitegaeern in their name. The
contrast between how German forces occupied wesipgan countries and
Poland is stark. In the former, population contmas the objective. In the
latter elimination of significant segments of thepplation was a key
element in occupation policy. The cynical brutaldf this policy and the
intensity with which it was implemented is refletie the execution of Janusz
Kusocinski, a 1932 Polish Gold Medal Olympian whadhbecome a role
model for Polish youth.

Patriotism and resistance was the response aiv@evhelming majority
of Poles to the German invasion. My mother, thooghng deeply about the
well being of her son, supported my decision atape of eleven to volunteer
to serve as a Scout in the Fire Alert Units whidstpd members of the Unit
on the roofs of houses during the siege of Warsawarn of spreading fires
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during the bombing of the city by the Luftwaffe.teain 1939 came the terror
and horror of the German occupation of Poland. resitably led me to join
the scout resistance movement, Szare Szeregi (TdeRanks) of the Armia
Krajowa/AK in 1943 at the age of 15. We were trdirfier small sabotage:
painting anti-Nazi graffiti; destroying Nazi traffisigns; and spreading tear
gas during the Nazi propaganda films; and providiopnmunication services
between elements of the Polish Resistance. By 1i@4#prior to the Warsaw
Uprising, | was put in charge of 100 boys my ageaascout master
(Hufcowy). At the end of July 1944, days before thaising began, my units
were spying on the movements of the German Armyadvéwing from the
East. Each day we reported to AK Headquarters atheuidentity, condition
and morale of the enemy.

The Warsaw Uprising which began on August 1, 1fashd me at 5:00
pm in the middle of the Poniatowski bridge over Wistula. Being on the
bridge was part of the Scout assignment to traek fovements of the
German army. My boys were located at bus stopgaloe some 3—4 miles of
Jerusalem Avenue which crossed the city in an e&st-direction. | was
rotating the boys every hour in order to avoid anog the suspicion of the
Germans. | decided to go West from the bridge airg{ the Krybar group of
insurgents in Powisle. We were tasked with defemdire ruins of the Art
Academy against the German tanks on August 2. @bbtut 15% of us had
weapons. The rest had bottles filled with gasolimalled Molotov cocktails —
which were thrown at the attacking German tanks.af§e collected weapons
from the Resistance fighters who had been killetthénfighting and from dead
Germans. By an inexplicable twist of Fate, | was of the very few Polish
survivors of this battle that day. After a weektbe frontline, | asked to be
transferred to the scout units. However, becauddefeversals in the battle
for Wola,the Scout Headquarters sent me to participategmotbanization of
the Field Post Office Service — an important civiorale—builder. During that
time, we also tried to save the Prudential Builditige tallest in Warsaw,
which had been shelled by Nazi railroad artilleng deavy mortars and was
on fire. We had organized bucket brigades to cortiiatblaze but it was a
futile effort in the end and we helplessly watclasdthe building burned out
and became an immense pile of smoldering rubble.

In mid—August, | volunteered to carry AK H.Q. cgred—orders across
the German front lines to the partisan units inKaenpinos Forest. On one of
these missions, | was caught in Wilanow by the Blaad treated as a
liaison/spy. Normally, the Nazis executed Polesgbaudoing this. But
through another ironic twist of fate, | was beireichunder guard by a German
soldier who warned me of my impending death by etten and allowed me
to escape. Why? I'm still not sure. Maybe he was-&lazi. Maybe he let me
go because of my age. Maybe he had seen enoughirgg.Kn retrospect, it
led to an epiphany later in my life: it is necegdarrecognize that even in the
midst of violence and death, individuals can retdiat quality that makes
them distinctly human: compassion. | crossed thetfline several times as a
courier, using the sewer system for a distance & 3 miles to get from
location to location in the city because the Rasist Unites were scattered in
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different enclaves. Returning through the froneério the AK H.Q., | was

assigned to the BRADL company of the Milosz battaliThere | continued to

report on the movements of the German forces alsagahose of the Soviet
and Polish military units which had already crosfieel Vistula: too late to

have any impact on the outcome of the Uprising.odéther during the

Uprising | had close encounters with death fiveesnand was wounded one,
luckily, only slightly.

On October 2, 1944, the Uprising ended tragioalty the capitulation of
the armed Resistance to the Nazis after 63 daygltting. The toll in lives
and property was horrendous — 18,000 Resistanopdrdied and approxim-
ately 180,000 civilians. The damaged and burnelilimgis were blown up by
the Nazis over a two month period along with ablpubuildings. The city of
Warsaw was destroyed. The fact that during thedifggithe Soviet army was
encamped across the Vistula and did nothing to stopitigate the death and
destruction to which Warsaw was subject was a soofcbitterness at the
time. Only later was | able to understand thesatsvia a broader context.

1]

On October 5, 1944 | was taken prisoner by then@es and taken to the
Ozarow Cable Factory outside Warsaw. All of us wesey emaciated and
weak. Along with others, | arrived at Wehrmachtl&jaXB in Sandbostel
near Bremen on October 11, 1944. Again, | had llesuanate: had | become
a prisoner of the Nazi SS it is likely that | wouldt have survived the war
since their usual practice was to execute prisomaraediately. Another
important factor was the British/American Decre¢ha&t end of August, 1944,
which declared that the Polish Resistance fight#rghe Uprising were
considered by the Allied Powers as soldiers of Republic of Poland.
Mistreatment of these Resistance Fighters wouldltres measures taken
against German POWs being held by British and Araerforces. Whether or
not the Allied Powers would have actually retaliaie some fashion against
German POWs is problematic. What can be said wi#tir@legree of certainty
is that without this Decree, Nazi retaliation, telude summary executions,
against the Polish fighters the Warsaw Uprising ikdwave been much more
probable.

Conditions in the Wehrmacht camp were bad. Ratwasee meager —
bread and cabbage — and totally inadequate fowdnk off draining marshes
which the Germans had the POWSs doing. There wel&'$i@ the camp from
different Allied countries with Soviet POWSs congtihg the vast majority.
Many years later | visited the camp and walkedugtothe cemetery among
the 30,000 graves, mostly Russian but includingushods of French and
Polish ones too.

| was able to endure — my youth had a probable molmy survival
despite the meager rations of bread and cabbagigeicamp. | remained a
POW until April 29, 1945 when the camp was libedaby Canadian forces. |
had wanted to contact the International Scoutingddearters in Amsterdam
after liberation. But again, Fortuna, entered . IBy chance, | encountered
elements of the ®1 Polish Armored Division who were then occupying
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Wilhelmshafen, a German naval headquarters. Amattevas made to enlist
me into their ranks but instead | asked them tdlifate a trip to England
where | wanted to finish a Polish Lycee.

However, | could not at that time reach Englantteithe Allied powers
who had defeated the Nazis had on July 5, 1945grered the new
Communist—-dominated Polish Government instead ef Ifgitimate Polish
government—in—exile in London that had coordinateel Polish war effort
during WWII. Not wanting to return to a Poland und&mmunist control,
members of the Polish government—in—exile, formesi&ance fighters and
members off the Polish forces opposed to Hitlewad as other Poles in
Europe became, in effect, refugees. Neverthelesgetained a strong sense
of Polish identity even as we fell into the de fastatus of beingtateless
persons

Unable to continue schooling, | joined the Poligites in France. Soon,
however, in early July of 1945, the Communist—ledigh Government in
Warsaw demanded that the French hand over thasewho were veterans of
the 1944 Warsaw Uprising — as war criminals. | \washat time in a Polish
military camp at Sorgues near Avignon in South EeaTo prevent this from
happening, those of us who were thus endangeresl clemdestinely whisked
out of the camp in groups of ten per day, by Polislunter—intelligence in
cooperation with British Intelllgence and takenassrthe border into Italy.

There | was assigned to the™Podolski Lancer Regiment of Monte
Cassino fame. After a few months of service, | dsaad was permitted to
enter one of the Lyceeasin by the 2 Polish Corps and later finished its’
course of study. It was to the great credit ofasnmander, General W.
Anders, and generally unknown, that he authoribeddpening |n Italy of a
dozen high schools and allowed some 5,000 soldierie 2% Corps to
continue their studies at Italian universities. sTactivity of the Polish Army
in exile is probably unique in the annals of miltaistory and deserves a
brief explanation. Even before the end of WWII, te@sions between the
Allied Powers in the West and the Soviet Union badome evident. These
tensions were exacerbated by Soviet activities &st&n Europe and the
Allied concern that given conditions in post warsten Europe, the specter
of Communist electoral victories in those countrig@as very real.
Consequently, many gave credence to the possibilitpvorld War |l
breaking out between the Western Powers led byUthieed States and the
Soviet Union and her satellite states. In lighttlis possibility, the Polish
Army in—exile realized the need to provide educsl®mpportunities to Polish
soldiers who would become the officers and noncasioned officers in any
potential conflict with the Soviets since the Plolisfficer corps had been
decimated by the Katyn Forest Massacre in April-M#40.

While in the Polish army in Italy, | began to lednglish (I studied other
languages while in high school in Warsaw). This eantbr was greatly
handicapped, however, by the fact that there wsavare shortage in th8%2
Polish Corps of English language teachers anddekth As an example, we
were taught by a non—professional teacher, a RPélisterican from Chicago,
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and studied the English language from Italian teakis not fully knowing
Italian. The results were thus far from perfect!

v

After a year of the service in th&’Zorps (and studying in the meantime)
we were transferred to England to be demobilizetiiategrated into civilian
life and jobs. The venue for the demobilization wiaes Polish Resettlement
Corps which we had to join in England. Britain Haeen under pressure from
the Soviet Union to demobilize the free Polish afrf@ces in exile and it is
ironic that as members of the Polish military, wer&v required to join the
British army in order to be demobilized as Poldse &rrival in England also
enabled me to systematically study the English dagg — reading daily
newspapers and listening to the BBC radio constahtjraduated with the
maturafrom the Polish Lycee at Cawthorne, Yorks (Kursgtitalne #2) in
March, 1947. This Lycees washieldedas Pre—OCTU course #DCTU.
Officer Cadet Training Unit] to camouflage its d¢ian education character
and was a continuation of the schooling which hadun in Italy in the ¥
Polish Corps under the command of General Andehs. Jurpose of these
Polish Lycees was twofold: first, to rebuild theliBlo officer corps which had
been devastated by the Nazis during the war ircigation ofWorld War 1|
against the Soviets which we hoped would resuthe liberation of Poland
from communist rule. And second, to rebuild theigtointelligentsia cadres
which had also been decimated by as a result ov#ne

After graduation as a member of the Polish Resatht Corps, | was
supposed to find a civilian job for which | was-prepared having only Polish
academic high school. The jobs offered under thee®ement Plan were
almost exclusively in mining and steel mills in #aea. | wanted to live in the
city to be able to pursue my education and availsetty of cultural
opportunities in order to reintegrate myself intm@mal lifestyle similar to
that | was accustomed to back home in Warsaw.

Hence, | took a short leave from the army unit aedt to London to find
myself a job, any job. Initially, | started workiras a dishwasher in a pub;
then as a pastry chef and finally as a London Tansxecutive employee—
a subway/underground rail worker. While workingaivariety of menial jobs
which were typically available for the foreign imgmants, | tried to fulfill
faithfully my mother’s goal—setting regarding myear pattern.

Hence, | enrolled in evening courses in one of @ of London
Colleges to try my hand at higher education inEnglish language — to test
my potential survival chances. But | soon realideat college work at that
time was for the rich: evening studies could neegrou any good chances for
graduating in anything approximating a reasonableg of time. And for the
first time since the war | took full advantage betLondon cultural scene
within my financial means: opera, theatre and cdesces well as a variety of
lectures provided by cultural and social organaregi This complete immer-
sion allowed a relatively rapid adaptation to An§kxon society.

England is where | began to understand and develdytter under-
standing of how Democracies function and the sauidl institutional roots of
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democratic governance. | was also able to see homahistic concepts such
as tolerance and a sense of community can thrivbanmidst of diversity.

This does not mean that there were not difficultlieimges in postwar Britain
— there were. However, witnessing how these chgdienwere confronted
through democratic processes is one of the mostarabie impacts of my
British Interlude.

Looking back at this period in my life | realizZeat | had ended up in a
very peculiar situation which was characteristiavany refugee exiles in the
immediate postwar period: being very young and euthany family or role—
model support with which to deal with basic lifect#ons. A large number of
younger Polish ex—servicemen without families fotimeinselves in the same
situation: being completely isolated and lonelyeBtody was on his own
and had to succeed or fail individually. Althougtidom described nowadays
that situation ruined many lives. The lack of sbelapport mechanisms for
the younger members of Polish community in exilesveme of the basic
failures of the Poliskemigreauthorities. In retrospect, | think that | was atale
avoid the tragic outcomes of some of my Polish catmgts in exile because
of the resolute and steadfast example of my mother.humanity and ability
to persevere through the most difficult of situatidnas always been a beacon
for me in the midst of uncertainty. Largely becaat¢his family background,

I managed somehow to adapt and choosgha course although it often was
pick and chooswith no guarantees of the outcome.

Who was | at this point in my life? The consequenaf the war and exile
had been profound. Now | was in England ... buthwithat identity as a
person and what legal nationality could | claim?aRd was under the control
of the Soviets so there was no going home for ntead no passport and,
along with others, could be described astateless persorAgain looking
back on the trajectory of my life, it has been itifetuence of my family and a
strong cultural identity as a Pole which, despiterole ofFortunahave given
my life purpose and direction.

It is no surprise then that the wartime heritageinbensive political,
military and social activism in the resistance nmeat mandated for me
other goals as well after the war — those of deemlvement in Polish
cultural, political and social life which | had #ed but was deprived of by the
end of the war and its aftermath in Poland. | atarted utilizing all the
opportunities of the well-developed Polish cultugadtivities in London
because of a correct decision to take any jobjrbubndon. | started attend-
ing Polish lectures, movies, concerts and joinearsé Polish organizations
driven largely by the commitment that such aceativill enable me later to
contribute to the future re—building of Poland aftoped—for collapse of
communism. That was not to be but gave me almasthagore—war exposure
to Polish arts, culture and politics.

| was able finally get a British Treasury schahépsfor day—time college
studies. Unfortunately, the British — mindful ofetthousands of their own
returning veterans — allowed the several thousaigiPex—servicemen in the
country to enter the college — but only pnactical job oriented programs
unless you were in the final years of universitydgts. If you fell into this
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latter category you were funded to finish regarsligisthepracticality of these
programs. Under these conditions the choice ofieeusity program of study
in England had to be in—line with my desire to remia London where |
could continue participating in its energetic Polcommunity as well as take
advantage of the rich cultural life which existedtihe English capital. As a
result | chose to continue my university studieBursiness. As events later
unfolded, this decision enabled me to get a gobdsjart when | emigrated to
the United States.

At the time | was undertaking Business studiekandon. | felt a great
urge to enroll in the evening Polish college progran London. The
opportunity was offered by the Polish School ofitial and Social Sciences.
It was staffed by Polish university professors,nfer high ranking Polish
experts and government officials as well as facaigmbers of the pre—1939
Polish East European Research institutes. Duringtongies there | was active
as a student—leader and had the opportunity to wockncert with some very
well-known professors and military experts suchPasfessors Sulimirski,
Wielhorski, Swianiewicz, Sukiennicki, PaszkiewicadaWraga as well as
Generals Kukiel and Kasprzycki. The Polish Schisd allowed me to get to
know almost all the leading Polish pre—1939 paéns.

During my English Interludemy awareness and understanding of Polish
society and government in the pre—war period expamtiamatically and con-
tributed to my emerging political perspective whigas based on expounding
democratic and federalist ideas for the future ganization of East Central
Europe and in opposition to pre—war authoritar@mdencies in Poland. For
these reasons | became a young member of the NRIth Wolnosciowy
“Niepodleglosc i Demokracja)’. At the same time, apart from being active in
the Polish Scouting Movement Abroad, | was alsavacin the Polish
Federalist Association and the Polish Ex—ServiceAssociation (SPK).

The years 1946-1951 provided me with invaluablpeernces which
was to facilitate my acculturation into English-daage society. However |
perceived that there were finite limits to what ight possibly achieve if |
remained in Great Britain. The immediate post—-wearg were difficult in
England: exhausted and impoverished by the wacallrthat food and other
scarce products were rationed until early 1952 erehwere limited
opportunities for immigrants. England did give udes a relatively good life
and jobs after the war. However, apart from whaiefceived as limited
professional opportunities | also felt that therswenly a slight chance of real
integration into overall British society.

\Y

My mother’s ambition for me to become a Professaa diplomat was as
yet unfulfilled. And | was determined to make hesam for me a reality. But
where to go? And on what basis was a decision tméae? The practice of
English democracy had made a profound impact onante | immediately
thought of emigrating to one of the former Britisblonies: Australia, New
Zealand or the United StateBortuna by presenting me with possible
opportunities determined the decisions | would maki&e following way.
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Initially in 1948 some of the far—sightedly detémed and realistic
members of the Polish Ex—Servicemen AssociatiorK{Skd by Mr. B.
Laszewski, organized an ambitious program to ajfowng Polish veterans to
study in the United States through University satalips offered by a
number of U.S. schools. This seemingly logical psa) offered potential
professional upward—mobility for hundreds of youmgn. Unfortunately it
met with a negative response from the London—cedt&olish authorities,
including the highest Polish military commanderdiey were expecting
relatively soon a conflict with the USSR and hopedetain the bulk of the
Polish ex—servicemen in Europe to recreate the Pelgh Army with which
to fight the Soviets. However, through the deteation of Mr. Laszewski
and his colleagues, several hundred Poles weretalieceive scholarships
and left for the United States and a potentiallycmibrighter professional
future. This same Mr. B. Laszewski was later inltmited States and was one
of the founders of theNowy Dziennikof New York — the best Polish
newspaper published abroad. He also initiatediassef cultural initiatives on
the U.S. East Coast.

Thus opportunity beckoned. In 1948, | applied aras admitted to the
University of lowa. But nowrortuna, which had until then looked favorably
at my efforts until then, became mischievous. | wedased an American visa
on the rather flimsy grounds that | had [nd compelling reason to return to
England after graduatianThus for the next four years | was to remain in
England.

This period had a major impact on the formatiomgffuture world view.
Studying the successful workings of British stykerl@mmentary democracy;
observing social class structure; and immersingeffiys the cultural life of
London to the extent possible given limited meakisthe same time | was
active in the Polish community in Great Britain ainiwas quite significant at
the time with a population of approximately 150,00@is is not to say that
there were no differences within the Polish comryini England. One of the
more notable of these internal differences wasaict generational. Older
Poles who had been in Britain for a number of yelidsnot feel accepted by
the larger British society and there was a linggresentment concerning how
Poland had been treated by the Allies during atet #fie war. My perspective
was somewhat different. | was young, impressionadnhel, due to the
influence of my family background, open — mined. this | was most
fortunate: some of our compatriots were so deegayred from the experience
of war, exile and resettlement that their worldwewere overly tinged by
bitterness and cynicism.

During this British Interlude | also attended Polish university — level
classes in the evening. The professors were ladralywn from the pre—1939
Polish academic community and as a consequencaslable to meet and
know many of the senior Polish leaders, generatsiatellectuals from the
pre—war period. As a result of these contactsgumed a deeper understand-
ing of Polish governance and society before theasawell as encouragement
for my commitment to continuing my education witie tpurpose of becoming
a member of the intelligentsia.
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Throughout my sojourn in Britain and, in fact, ex@nce having to
forcibly leave Poland as a German POW, | have methia strong sense of
Polish identity. Circumstances had put me in atmysin which a decision,
consciously or unconsciously, had to be made whi&as in Britain: being
young would | focus on assimilating into whatevational culture | decided
to establish roots in? Or would | continue to viewyself as Polish even
though this identity would be hyphenated dependingvhere | would event-
ually sink new roots? As a practical matter coulgdoncile the necessity of
pursuing a future outside of Poland with my serfdeadish identity?

In a word, the answer to this last question hanes Having the good
fortune to reside in societies such as Britain &nel United States has
permitted me to evolve an identity which has itstsan a Polish upbringing
whose impact was intensified by World War 1l arlabnsequences followed
by immersion in the liberal democratic tradition§ Burope and North
America. This identity has been reinforced by mysdn profession as a
political scientist.

The next opportunity to finally pursue a full-tippeogram at a university
came in 1952. It came about due to the intensibylimg activity conducted
by the Polish American Congress (led by K. Rozmparak umbrella organiz-
ation serving as the political lobby for thousamdd?olish American social,
charitable, fraternal and political groups sincedd9vith some 8 million
members. The Congress had been successful in amgetite Displaced
Persons Act (1948) to permit Polish veterans firghtinder the British during
WWII to obtain permanent immigration status in theited States. A total of
18,000 former Polish servicemen were allowed to ignate under this
amendment to the U.S.

| was one of the 18,000. But where to go? Ag&ortuna made its’
presence felt. In retrospect it is interesting howjor life decisions are
sometimes made on the basis of chance contacts.cbmversation with the
Economic Attache of the U.S. embassy in Londonrpgomy departure he
had saidthere are 10,000 factories and 10,000 warehouse&Shicago so if
you lose a job there, you soon find another.

When | informed my British and Polish friends thavould be going to
the U.S. they were totally shocked — in a negatrag. American society was
perceived to be brutal and coarse without the t@rid cultural refinements
thought to be a proper by the European intelligan&he perception they had
of America, a somewhat distorted one, was thatarindividualistic society
as represented by the U.S. did not embody the bestficial relationship
between the individual and public life. They trieddissuade me from going
to America, pointing out that | had no family, figs, contacts or money and
would be taking, in their wordgnormous risks without any job assurances
At the same time they were concerned by the distans,000 kilometers. For
Europeans who are accustomed to relatively shstamces between cities and
countries in general, the idea of being so far atmay what is familiar and
comfortable was somewhat daunting.

My friends also pointed out that at time, the ©ditStates was the only
country in the world which drafted foreigners/immagts without U.S.
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citizenship into the Army. And at the time | wasaphing on going to the
U.S., the Korean War was in its second year [it B&dted in June, 1950].
Would | be drafted and sent to Korea? | was naidfto fight the Chinese
Communists but was really frightened that | migatdaptured by them as a
POW. Nor was it possible to know if | would getefetral as a WWII veteran
after | arrived in the U.S. | decided to take tisér..

VI

After securing a pro forma sponsor, | arrived e tUnited States in
January, 1952, as a permanent immigrant and hdad&hicago. At the time
my total savings amounted to only $51. But the deas finally open and the
opportunity for upward mobility beckoned. | hadeérpriorities at the time:
find a job, continue my university — level educatiand obtain a military
service deferral.

| was able to find a job in Chicago on the fouwdly after there as a junior
accountant in a tool-making company. | had to payagency fee (finder’s
fee) for that job which was deducted from the pagket. But | did not have
any reason to be dissatisfied — | was working imtwconsidered to be record
time. The decision in England to get a businessaiihn certificate at a Lon-
don college had paid off. A series of jobs followlemm accounting, sales, as
a stevedore loading ships, cold storage attendemt| managed to accumulate
saving of some $700.00 which at that time allowedtmnfinance my ultimate
goal: a University Education.

Another priority, getting the military defermertitad to be dealt with as
well. As Americans sayt grabbed the bull by the hornand contacted the
Selective Service Board in Chicago to convince tHewas eligible for a
deferment and should get one based on my PoligistBrnilitary record. |
prepared an extensive presentation which | rehdarsgéth anticipated
guestions and answers and translated all my dodgmeto English (from
Polish and German) and submitted them to the Buatid an assertion that
my call-up was a mistake. It worked. | was clasdifVA (a veteran). That
victory took off a burden from my shoulders anduld plan my professional
and academic future, but all such successes hawegative counterpart. |
found out much later when | enrolled at the Uniitgrsf Chicago that hence,
| had to decide on the alternative and try to cooeithe Selective Service
Board in Chicago that | should be classified asetenan. Subsequently, go
that | was ineligible, because of my VA status & g Gl Bill of Rights,
which under U.S. Congress Act would have given mee funiversity
education for as many years as my army serviceteleinhad to finance the
studies out of my own pocket. But if not classifeesla veteran, | might have
died on the front in Korea, if drafted. That's Life

The third priority was to further my professionatlucation. | was
fascinated by the University of Chicago which atttime had one of the
leading American programs in Political Science.also offered a rather
unusual opportunity for WWII veterans: direct adsios to the MBA
program in Business Administration, provided th@leant pass a series of
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entrance exams in the Humanities, Social Sciente@ssaiences. | managed to
pass the first two at a very high level but felbglon the third because of my
background. The University suggested that | do soemeedial study at
another college so | enrolled at Northwestern Ursitgg at my own cost and,
after getting top grades, reapplied and was aduitieo the University of
Chicago School of Business Administration MBA pragrwith a scholarship
and with access to a University Loan offer. Théelaénabled me to obtain a
$15,000 loan to help finance my graduate educatidmally paid off that
loan with interest in 1972 when | was already agubfessor at the University
of Texas at El Paso.

The business education and experience | had allone=after some effort
to be admitted at the graduate level to the Unityecd Chicago. | was in one
of the finest universities (actually, the finesti)the United States and among
the top schools in the world. However my profesalonterest was not in
pursuing a terminal degree in Business. My upbniggn Poland and the
intensity of the experience of war and its aftetmed a Pole in political exile
had a profound effect on my outlook on life. It was longer enough to
simply be successful in economic terms although thialways a factor in
choosing a profession. Whichever profession | edtemust allow me to
incorporate my identity so as to embody my cultdmatitage as a Pole as a
reflection of the humanistic values which molded mguth and were
challenged by the personal and national agony ofldM&ar Il and the self—
imposed exile which followed.

VIl

In 1955, after two years as a graduate studerthatUniversity of
Chicago, | entered the Graduate Program in Intenmait Relations which the
University had pioneered in the United States augived the Ph.D. in 1967.
Initially, war and exile had delayed achieving napeational and professional
goals much earlier in life. Later, in America, nmyvolvement in the Chicago
Polish American community enriched both my privatel academic life and
facilitated my integration into the larger Americasociety without
compromising the personal heritage which had sustaime through very
difficult times. Not surprisingly, this also had ampact upon me as to when |
would ultimately receive the Doctorate from Chicago

The intellectual standards and expectations atthigersity of Chicago
were, and remain, extremely rigorous — especiatlythe@ advanced post
graduate level. Students who expected to gradusdetd» meet them. In my
experience at Chicago, advanced degrees were ntgroed on the basis of
social class or how much was contributed by a sitslefamily to the
University endowment fund — awarding degrees wasedbasolely on
intellectual excellence. Graduate seminars wereajlg small and conducted
in what in Europe would be considered a very in@rmanner: students sit
around a small table with the professor who wouldkenremarks on the
assigned readings and invite questions. Studemtsltalengethe professor
but woe be upon the student whose challenge iswedit grounded both
theoretically and empirically. Critical analysisdaimdependent thinking were
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not just expected, they were demanded. We were atpected to attend
classes and seminars in related disciplines torekpar general knowledge
and increase our abilities in seminar discourses.

| was extremely fortunate in the quality of my fe®sors at the University
of Chicago. Intellectuals such as Morgentau, Eastwnght, Von Hayek,
Hoselitz, Harris, Waples, Schultz, Kaplan, Friedraanwell as others equally
distinguished, greatly influenced my intellectuavdlopment. Three of these
were, or would become, Nobel Laureates.

The University had rather quickly involved me @search. | was hired, as
a Ph.D. student, to write political and historichapters on Poland for tAde
Slavic Area Projectat the University of Chicago. The Project was an
outgrowth of the Human Relations Area Files (H.R)Abased at Yale
University with research and analysis contractedt@leading universities by
the Department of the Navy and the Department@f#timy. We were tasked
with preparing within one year an up—to—date, ipthldook length analyses
of each East European country. The University at&jo picked up: Poland,
Czechoslovakia, all three Baltic Republics, Belaand Ukraine. The Division
of Social Sciences had recruited experts on eachtgo(native and American
born). In 1954-55 th&lavic Area Projectvas established in the basement of
the Social Science building with a team of at ldast dozen scholars. The
project was directed by the American economistfd2sor Bert Hoselitz, and
the Polish sub—team was headed by a University afs#wv and Columbia
University sociologist, Dr. Alicja lwanska, who had established reputation
as a scholar. Her contributory chapters on Poltiety were among in the
best in the series. Although initially we were natte sure about the contribu-
tions of the American—born scholars, we were qyickssuaded. They were
fast learners, good researchers and also and fetdmpt oumational biases
in check. The whole series of books bringing thediinformation on the
region were published by University of Chicago 8% and some were later
again republished by H.R.A.F. at Yale Universitatdr, as a consequence in
part of this experience, | was permitted to teashaaPh.D. student in a
University of Chicago graduate seminar on East peao Society.

Working in the University of Chicago’s Presidentdfice as a post—
graduate student, | had the opportunity to be wittumber of foreign leaders
and dignitaries from different parts of the wortdinclude Indira Ghandi as
well as representatives from Russia and the Sdleat of states in eastern
Europe. | was selected as their escort while atuhieersity and in Chicago
because of my Polish/European background and by, tfaniliarity with
American society. It was thought, appropriatelyeliéve, that a person with
my non—American heritage and exposure to Americamrety would be more
effective in conveying information foreignersabout the U.S.

In the early 1960’s, my Ph.D. dissertation resdeaopic and writing was
approved. | was fascinated with the post—Potsda#® W8 stward shift of the
Polish national borders. | managed to convince rhyDP committee in
International Relations, headed by Professors Belta, M. Kaplan, and S.
Wellisz, that there was a great need for independersearch on the
consequences of the Polish shift of national boriegavestward to the Oder—
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Neisse Rivers. That topic was approved subjecieto fesearch in Poland
which was funded by the Kosciuszko Foundation.hat time, 1959-60, very
few Polish dissertation topics were approved at Aca@ universities. A
significant factor in getting the Committee’s suggor my dissertation topic
was having published academically on the Commualstover in Poland as
well as selected themes in Polish government astoryiin the University of
Chicago publication, H.R.A.F., editied by A. lwaaskh.D. [later, this pre—
Ph.D. publishing was to be useful in getting a-fuithe University teaching
position]. My research was subsequently publishe®taeger Press in 1972
as The Oder—Neisse Boundary and Poland’s Modernizatidhe
Socioeconomic and Political Impact

It was at that time the first Western publicatmm the topic by a major
U.S. publishing house providing independent westpemspectives from
Polish—originated sources. It was critical of then®nunist regime in Poland
and the consequences for Polish society and deryoofaommunist rule. An
unforeseen result of the publication of the disgerm was the denial for me of
a Polish entry visa because a Polish Communisty Reentral Committee
member, A. Werblan, who had written an anti-semérticle had been
referenced in one of the footnotes by the authdnenpublished version of the
dissertation.

VI

In retrospect, th€hicago Periodwas in marked contrast to my past for
more than the obvious reasons concerning WWII awvihig been a Displaced
Person (DP). During the war | had been defendingcauntry in terms of the
values instilled in me by my family background aamsia DP after the war |
labored to redefine my identity as a Pole and hushamterms of the present.
In other words, | was reacting to situations impblkg outside influences and
events. After | arrived in the U.S. | conscioustyihd myself in a position in
which actions that | took — that | initiated — cdylerhaps influence outside
circumstances. This was exhilarating and gave nserse of direction and
purpose. It also explains to a large extent myvactole in the Polish
American community and the interest in as wellraoivement with Polish
affairs | have maintained throughout the yearsesinc

The Polish American community in Chicago had apinately 800,000
members — which had the incongruous result of ngakithe second largest
Polish city in the world. Some 600,000 members of theoRial of America
spoke Polish going back four generations and nipetgent of this American
Polonia were U.S. citizens. The majority of theistocommunity in America
firmly believed in, and were willing to act on béhaf, Poland’s liberation
from Communism. The political strength of this BbliAmerican presence in
the U.S. was witnessed by the fact that 4 out ®flth members of the lllinois
state Congressional delegation to Washington caome the Polish American
community.

The arriving Polish veterans from England, edwtate Europe and
largely from the middle class, were a welcome avghorating addition to the
Polish community in the U.S. in general. And thesterans were important to
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the political and social activities of the Polishm@rican Congress (PAC)
which had its’ headquarters in Chicago. Not suipgly, the Illinois Division
of PAC was the strongest and most influential ef BAC Divisions. | had the
opportunity to meet the President of the Polish Aca@m Congress, Mr.
Charles Rozmarek, during my first few weeks in @gm Through Mr.
Rozmarek, who was a practicing American attornayas offered a voluntary
position as the Secretary of the Political Commaité the Illinois Division of
the Congress. It was an important and influentiifpon: the Committee was
largely responsible for preparing speeches in Raigen by the President of
the Congres as well as for Polish American membérthe U.S.Congress
which were broadcast by Radio Free Europe and TaieeVof America. My
background and academic goals were significanbfadh being offered this
position since | was aewcomerto both the U.S. and the Polish American
community.

As | carried out my activities in the Political \ision of the Polish
American Congress, | also joined the U.S. Branckhefpolitical movement
N.I.D. which was based in London at that time. Dl.Iwas a post-WWII
Polish political party aimed at establishing theeilectual and practical bases
of a democratic Poland in a post Communist eray Mwere opposed to the
authoritarian, intolerant practices of the pre—1832olish Republic and were
looking to the future which came later than desited ultimately came
nonetheless. N.1.D. organized a large, informaivoelt of cooperation among
some 16 East European minorities which had stropgat in America via
organizations in lllinois and the Mid—West more gelly. During the
Hungarian Uprising of 1956, it became a formal furailsing and political
propaganda organization.

Apart from my political activities in the Polishrferican Congress and
N.L.D., I was involved in setting up a national iBbl student organization,
PZA (Polski Zwiazek Akademikowyhich was particularly active in the
Mid—West and in the East, with a number of unitdifferent U.S. citieslt
was active between 1950 and 1975 and later proyegaecially in the Mid—
West, a cultural venue for organizing lecturesyglaconcerts and meeting
place for visiting intellectuals from Poland orifig in the USA (e.g. Milosz,
Janta, Terlecki, Kuncewiczowa) among several dopémess.

| became P.Z.A. national President and continuedhis position for
many years. PZA activities focused on trying toabksh and maintain
intellectual contacts with Polish culture — iniyalaimed at younger
generations of students who had been too youngjty ¢hose contacts before
they left Poland. Later this program was appliedcessfully to the whole
Chicago Polish Community as a result of which P&&dme the major venue
for such activities. For political reasons this gnam did not obtain the
outright support of the older Polish, highly—pdlited generation. Many of
them wanted to cut off intellectual and other cotgawith Poland because
they were afraid establishing them might lead tml@sation by the
Communist propaganda apparatus. Nevertheless, weegeeerally successful
in sponsoring these linkages for many years withloetCommunists deriving
any propaganda value.
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In the mid—1960’s, during my tenure as PZA presidewas invited to a
world Congress of Polish Students Abroad in Londbriwas the first such
international meeting ever held. We had contacth wgtactically all anti—
Communist Free Polish politicians and activistsrirdozens of the countries
of the World. Although the meeting was culturallyteated, it was at the
same time highly politicized due to the Communwtn¢hation of Poland.

PZA also organized and scripted a radio programtiie Chicago and
Detroit metropolitan areas. Ironically, the programes censored by the station
owners out of a fear gdoliticized content. The owners demanded to review
the written program agenda for every broadcast.pibeghis burdensome
constraint (in democratic America) we broadcastedter three years.

While president of PZA, | was involved in organgithe first meeting of
the Polish American professors and researchersicago, which resulted in
the formation of the Mid—West Branch of the Polisistitute of Arts and
Sciences (P.I.LA.S.A.) which was initially founded New York 1942 by the
leading scholars from Polish universities (Profeddalinowski was the first
President in 1942). The Institute was conceivedaa®olish American
scientific association. Its’ Canadian Branch (nowependent) and the Mid—
West Branch still continue their scholarly actiegi After consulting with
P.ILA.S.A. President Wandycz in 1962, | suggesteshgt our student
organization PZA to begin preparing a comprehenisstef Polish American
professors and lecturers. In the Mid—West alonegeserated a list of 800
professors and lecturers and altogether P.I.A.8Apiled a list of some 1200
others. As a result, the first Polish American 3atlp data bank was
published in 1963 by P.I.A.S.A.

At about this same time, | made contact with Mr.Rudzki of the Free
Europe Committee in New York. After a relative sedtion in the late 1950’s
in East Central Europe (especially Poland, Hungamy, Yugoslavia), the Free
Europe Committee was providing funding for a largebitious and very
important project, both culturally and politicallyt was a clandestine
operation which very few people knew about (antl, stiter so many years
not at all researched and documented!!). It wasaa p send hundreds of
thousands of scholarly books published in the WesEastern European
schools and universities which had been cut offnfihe broader academic
world by Communist censorship. | offered PZA adoaor organization with
the support of other PZA leaders. As one can redbr obvious reasons, it
was necessary to keep knowledge of this activityy veircumspect and
unfortunately it was not possible to inform the g&h membership of PZA of
what was taking place. For two years, my wife Jané | were addressing and
sending out 50-100 books each day to the schabtayies and universities
all over the East Central Europe. Each book hadbel Qift of the Polski
Zwiazek Akademikowith our logo. The cost of mailing the books wasnao
by the Free Europe Committee.

Most of the books were confiscated by the Comnisimisth some ending
up on theblack marketehind what was called in the West, tren Curtain
Thousands, howevgoined the collections of college and university librarie
in the countries of Eastern Europe. Irony entees shenario when | was
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finally allowed to do Ph.D. research in Poland B59-60: | saw many of
our/my books in college libraries. | especially rememther astonishment of
the visiting East German scholar in Wroclaw Uniitgrgr Poland: my guests
were showing hinour gift book in the University Library. He retortetatt
they (in Potsdam at the Political Science Inst)tutiel not have any post—
1940 Western scholarly books! This undertaking whgreat satisfaction to
my wife and myself as it possibly opened many mimdEastern Europe to
the western intellectual tradition in the Humarsitend Sciences. One can only
hope that this undertaking had delayed yet postoresequences for Freedom
movements such &vlidarityin the 1980’s and thereafter.

Looking back at the period of the 1950s from tkespective of scholarly
research in the West on Eastern Europe, it iscdiffito imagine how few
good books existed in U.S. Libraries. We discoveiredur collection of
approximately three million volumes at the Univer®f Chicago only a few
totally outdated travelogues which provided sup@fi and descriptive
accounts — normally of quaint peasant societiesid-some histories which
were woefully inadequate. Due to generous fundiggHRAF it became
possible for the University to expand its’ East dpean collection of books,
research materials and documents from sources &, England and
France. The current and veritable explosion of ook English on any
East/Central European theme occurred many, manss \later and mostly
after Solidarityin 1980!

In early 1962, noticing that the Slavic Departmehthe University of
Chicago did not have Polish Literature courses,etidkd to enter into
partnershipwith that Department. Being rather well-known hessa of my
sociopolitical activities in the Polish Communitypffered that | could secure
financial support from one of the very active orgations in the community,
The Legion of Polish Young Women. The idea wasettuge a matching fund
commitment from the Legion to help establish andtan the salary of a
professor for the University Chair in Polish Litenge. The Legion, which still
supports the chair created in 1962, had donatextah ¢f over one million
dollars ($1 mil.) to various Polish and Americartaeral causes since Septem-
ber, 1939, when they were organized in respongketdGerman invasion of
Poland. They are mostly Americans of second amd tiéneration.

Since the university did not have any specificdidates in mind, |1 was
asked to suggest possible candidates from amongxited elite of Polish
scholars withtop drawer literary or scholarly credentials who had found
refuge primarily in England. | had discussions whtr. Wierzynski — a
leading poet, M. Wittin — a writer, and M. Jantalso a writer. But all of
them declined the offers for variety of reasonmaly | approached in
London T. Terlecki — a scholar of drama and wrikkowever, he was not able
to accept the offer since his bodkistory of Polish Literature Abrogdvas in
the final stages of editing before publication.

However, the offer was accepted by Maria Kunceowz — a well-
known literary figure. She was among the best knafrPolish women
writers in the pre-WWII period and had been Prediag¢ the Polish PEN
Club in exile. Kuncewiczowa was full of charm an@de a great impact on
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the campus and the Chicago cultural mass mediakhsMius, thePolish city

of Chicago had established a Polish Literaturerchégr successor was the
same Professor Terlecki who | had approached eatid who | assisted in
his successful appointment. He remained in thigipasuntil his retirement in
1979 when he returned to London. Subsequently,eBsof S. Sandler filled
the vacancy. The Chair in Polish Literature atwméversity of Chicago is still
in existence today. The current holder of the Cigam former University of
Michigan professor.

Academic life and political action came togethgaia in 1963. German
Expelliesfrom Poland planned to counter the Polish Ameri€ongress’
championship of the western border of Poland on @uer—Neisse line
established at the end of the war in 1945. Thegmmgd a well funded, large
scale congress/meeting in Chicago. Invitations veenat to all leading U.S.
politicians from the Mid-West as well as the coasutorps representing
numerous Western countries. Their intent was tagléhe German case
against the Oder—Neisse border and they were doidg this in the heart of
largest Polonia in the U.S. (Chicago) which alss Wee headquarters of PAC.
However, the Polish American Congress was noteavib attend, much less
participate, in the proceedings.

The key—note speakers were to be two Chicago HPéiserican
congressmen from both parties: one Democrat andRapeiblican. When |
found out about this impending meeting organizedth®y leading German
revanchist politicians, | alerted the PAC leadgrstund advised the German
Expelliesthat we planned to picket the meeting to be heldai€hicago
Downtown hotel unless we were given the opportutotypresent the Polish
American perspective on the crucial issue of thebibty of the Polish
Western border and its importance to Poland’s nmodation. The organizers
of the revanchist meeting relented and added nee seaker, allotting eight
minutes of podium time for my remarks representimg PAC point of view.
The PAC assigned me the task of summarizing owgpeetive and | formally
participated in the meeting as a representativethef Polish American
Congress.

Five minutes into my presentation at the meetim@$ cut off. However
this was not the end of the matter. | contacted &vofucinski, a Democratic
congressman and native Chicagoan, who had beeof tine keynote speakers
at the closing ceremony of the event mentioned ichately above. In 1952
he had been the the chief investigator of the @&hgressional Committee
investigating the Katyn Forest Massacre. He haeérwgwed witnesses
throughout Western Europe and the Western Hemisphidre Committee
came to the conclusion that it was the USSR whiels guilty of the 1940
killing of some 14,000 Polish officers and POWSs. s had demonstrated
through his role with the Congressional Committeel®52, Congressman
Pucinski was again willing to defend the interedtdis Polish heritage and
agreed to support the PAC position on the westerddy of Poland.

An event at one of the prestigious private club<Chicago was being
sponsored by thExpelliesto generate support for their position on the ©der
Neisse issue. | contacted the Congressman andight before the event he
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invited me to his home where | developed the megtking points for his
presentation at the Club the following day. Congneasn Pucinski opened his
remarks at the event with the phrase §tanding up for human rights and the
freedom of Berlin — we Americans are absolutelyathand ready to defend
the city and its people, provided that Germany geires the Western border
of Poland on the Oder—Neisse!!

The response to this assertion by an elected sept&tive to the national
Congress of the United States was one of stuntemtsi— the organizers and
the highly placed political guests simply did notok how to react. The
meeting was reported in the Warsaw press by théstPgburnalist, Z.
Broniarek, who had transcribed the meeting.

Events were eventually to favor the position adwed by the PAC and
the western border of Poland defined at the endthef war remained
unchanged. Our organization had participated incessful political effort
within the framework of a functioning political deeracy to achieve a
political objective. Democracies have their chajlen But only in a democ-
racy can political views be voiced publically anghaviolent political action
embraced. This would be anathema to totalitarigmres of whatever stripe.

Exposure to western democracies had demonstrated twhat could be
possible in some non—communist future in Polandoidighout the years to
come | would continue to focus a substantial pamng scholarly activities
(publishing, teaching and special projects) on Rahld his focus always has
served a twofold purpose: to encourage, directly iadirectly, the spirit of
open inquiry in Poland which, after WWII and urdilite recently, had been
under anti—-democratic, authoritarian rule. The oti@s to promote, primarily
through teaching, the humanistic values inculcdtgdmother during my
youth.

IX

In 1955 | met and married June (Jadwiga) SadowSka.was an actress
in the Polish Repertory Theatre of Chicalyasza Redutaand worked for the
Polish Daily Dziennik Zwiazkowyand later had an administrative position at
the University of ChicagoNasza Redut§1950-1970) produced legitimate
Polish plays for the Polish community in Chicaga &raveled to other cities
with large Polonia concentrations. The Theatre atiines, Mr. & Mrs. L.
Krzeminski, themselves pre—war professional acos along with the other
actors, volunteers who rehearsed in the evenings\abrk.

June’s story is another microcosm of Polish exgreres before, during
and after World War 11. It is also an American ingration story — but in
reverse. Her mother was a Chicago—born Polish Araerivho married an
immigrant musician in the 1920s. After WWI, her basd—to—be had served
as a Polish captain on the staff of the Hooverfl®resident of the U.S.]
Committee to Rescue Eastern European Children whicheeded in rescuing
thousands of children in the turmoil after the wepecially in Eastern Poland
and Russia. Julian Sadowski was the representafivihat committee in
northeast Poland. Unemployment was high in ea&arope after World War
I, and he was eventually offered the opportunityemigrate to the United
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States. There he opened a music school in Chicadyonarried June’s mother,
Maria. However early in the Depression years, theth decided to settle in
Poland with the intention of returning to Americathe future. Shortly after
their arrival in Poland, June was born.

Then the Nazis and the Communists arrived. Asfloeo in the Polish
army, Captain Sadowski was called up and was #@pgisar as a Soviet POW,
with June and her American — born mother strangdewarsaw during the
Nazi occupation. They managed to survive as mamgsRbd during this time
of severe food and other shortages under the shawfopossible Nazis
retribution due to the relationship June’s mothad hwvith the Resistance in
Warsaw. Meanwhile Capt. Sadowski had escaped de towan eastern Soviet
POW camp, was recaptured, and would have been takée Katyn Forest in
1940 as one of the approximately 14,000 Polishceff who were then
executed by the Communist. But he didn’t did~ertuna intervened and,
wounded, he was rescued by a Russian peasangdriathis wounds and
given rags as clothes to aid in evading capturghgy NKVD. Luck had
seemingly abandoned him because he was again ed@od sent to a Soviet
labor camp. BuFortuna was not finished with him yet — the Soviets never
recognized him as a Polish officer. He was latkrased to the Polish army of
General Anders and sent to Iran where he was ftissinfit for military duty
due to his Soviet capture experiences. But theldaase his musical talents.

As a consequence of the war, there were many dnolgs of Polish
orphaned children. The British Empire took in angigant number of these
children. Two thousand of these Polish orphans téhAnders army in Iran
had also been accepted by Mexico and Capt. Sadowaki assigned to
accompany them to teach music to Polish childreavdlling via India and
the Southwest Pacific to the west coast of the ,Utfey reached San Diego
having avoided Japanese submarines during the ttang—Pacific crossing.
From San Diego they journeyed to the U.S. bord#én iiexico at El Paso and
went south to Colonia Santa Rosa, near the cityeoh in the Mexican state
of Guanajuato where he stayed from 1943-1946. Gautowski believed his
wife and daughter, June, had died in the Warsawsugr of 1944. At the
same time, they thought he had perished in therKisligssacre.

Capt. Sadowski’'s wife, my future mother—in—law,snadvised by Bliss
Lane, the new U.S. ambassador to Poland in 1945atha U.S. citizen it
would be best if she returned to Chicago as sogpoasible because it was
uncertain how long exit visas would be granted. Toenmunist government
of Poland would allow my mother—in—law to leave & but that June, as a
Polish citizen, would not be given an exit visa.eTAmerican ambassador
assured June’s mother that he would arrange fodéjparture of June within
the next six weeks and urged her to leave whileethas still time. Six weeks
turned into three years and it was not until 19%0Q June was allowed to join
her mother in the U.S. At that time in NY harbobe sasked her Monwho is
that man with you? — It's your father she responded. She has not seen him
for 11 years — since September 1939!!

Wartime experiences such as those that befelSdaowski family and
my family are in no way unusual. There are thousaofl such stories.
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Unfortunately not all these stories have endingElhre as fortunate as ours.
And even in our case, there was much pain and singitiwould be well if all
would remember that hate, intolerance and war aveyact too high a price
in terms of our common humanity.

X

| entered the college job market in the mid—1960id | discovered that
what was attractive to potential university jobpders included what letters
you had behind th@h.D, i.e. what University awarded the doctoral degree.
After years of effort | was able to include theldaling in any application for
a University teaching positiorz.. Anthony Kruszewski, Ph.D. (University of
Chicago) | felt a profound sense of accomplishment and witcame the
realization that a university professorship was marely a job — it was a
vocation. And | had been fortunate enough to attend of the finest
universities, certainly in the United States andhpps in the world — The
University of Chicago. More Presidents of Ameriaariversities have come
out of the University of Chicago than any othervemsity in the country as
well as many Nobel Laureates.

After interviews concluded on campus at the Ursitgrof Chicago, |
received a number of offers from various parts ke tountry. In 1966, |
selected the State University of New York systerd ancepted an offer to
teach at its Plattsburgh, New York campus on thea@=n border. | was
attracted by the proximity of Montreal, just acrak® border in Quebec
because of its cultural environment and big citpanunities. The contrast
between the English and Francophone cultures ofb&uerovince and
Montreal in particular were also major factors ig amoice. This last justific-
ation of taking the SUNY position in Plattsburgreds some clarification.

Exposure to the diversity among peoples is ancisgehumanity which
enriches the human experience through an awaraiesgr commonalities
and at the same time the variability of culturakial and political beliefs and
institutions. Simultaneously, borders are a syndfoikhat unites and divides
us and have fascinated me since the late 1930s Wishvacationed with my
family at an estate in Pomerania which was at pantere two hundred and
fifty meters from the border with Germany. Bordeepresent differences
among people — geographically, but more importatucally, socially and
politically. These differences can be the sourcexgfanding awareness in a
humanistic sense, or, as is the case all too aftehe world of politics and
international relations, they can and do lead toflad when associated with
perceptions of group self-interest. My family léad upbringing in Poland
had always emphasized building on the commonalitésthe human
experience and attempting to resolve potentialaatdal conflict on the basis
of these commonalities. On the other hand, World Whad taught me that
under very specific circumstances it is just anoppr to defend by military
means a country and a way of life.

The SUNY system was very well funded and inclugsleche 60 campuses
with approximately 60,000-70,000 students. The mpment there as an
Assistant Professor primarily involved teachingaage of courses in Political
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Science. Within a year, | was appointed chairmarthef Political Science

Department. Although the department was ratherIsm&+6 professors — it
was young, dynamic and well-prepared with facullyCPs from very good

schools. Appointment as department chair whichretfeme new challenge
such as academic leadership, budgeting and rewguiti welcomed those
challenges as they broadened by academic admtiistexperience and was
good preparation for future opportunities.

In this first formal academic assignment, | begabmitting scholarly
articles for publication, attending professionaletggs, and participating in
Political Science panels. In conjunction with thgsefessional activities |
joined the American Political Science AssociatikP$A) as well as the
American Association for the Advancement of Sla8iidies (AAASS). |
participated as well in regional Political Scierarganizations. Being on the
East Coast, | also joined the Polish Institute dEA&nd Sciences in New York
(PIAS) and attended a number of Polish scholarlgtmgs in New York and
in Canada. These meetings at times were of andist#plinary nature but
primarily dealt with themes and issues in Politi8alence.

Being interested in more challenges and greatsteanic opportunities, |
acceptect an offer from the University of TexasEatPaso (UTEP) on the
border with Mexico. UTEP was much larger and thpasjunity to participate
in creation of a rapidly expanding program were igaltal attractions to
relocating to what is referred to in the southwestd.S. asThe Border The
El Paso/Border region fascinated me as much aBl#tdburgh/Canada region
had and the cultural contrasts in the former proetie much greater than
what | had experience on tmerthern borderwith Canada campus but and
was to grow more rapidly. Another factor favoringlecision to move to El
Paso was that | was given a relatively free harmhnammatically and in
creatingacademic structurewithin the University. This latter was important
because it represented an opportunity seldom giveéeed to new faculty at
any American university — normally, you start a¢ tery bottom and very
slowly move up in the University organization. Atettime | joined the
Department, it had 17 professors (three times tafggn the political science
department up in Plattsburgh) composed largelelaitively young, energetic
and somewhat idealistic faculty committed to theswin of bringing the best
academic standards to the southwestern bordemrediech was in great need
of good teachers at the University level and whaldalso serve as role
models for aspiring students. In historical terims Border Region had been
economically and culturally neglected with Minaegi (Hispanic, Black)
subject to varying forms of discrimination untieti960s. The Border Region
was also predominately bilingual (Spanish/Engliskith Hispanics
comprising at least 70-75% of the local populationEl Paso and with
Spanish being their first language.

The Political Science Department at UTEP was étftr@ in what |
observed to be its internal governance and demogedctices. For example,
newly hired professors were immediately fully inved in all departmental
affairs, except obviously, those dealing with praimo and tenure. Given the
overall growth trends looking into the future of B and what | believed (in
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retrospect, accurately) to be a collegial and ojpdtly laden Department of
Political Science, it seemedgood fit Looking back,Fortuna had smiled
upon me when | decided to make the move to Thed@add | still think this
way today. Personally, and reflecting the attituole a number of my
colleagues both in the Political Science departmast well as other
departments at UTEP, | developed a very specialndtment (life—long in
my case) which has shaped my professional goalcademia for several
decades now: that of bringing the higher standafd=ducation which | had
the opportunity to take advantage of here in th®. ds well as in Europe to
marginalized student populations (mostly immigrantfirst generation and
with Spanish as the primary language) of the AnaeriSouthwest. The
diversity encountered in the U.S. has been onbeotountry’s strengths over
time. But this diversity has not been without iteallenges individually and
socially. | could readily identify with this immignt/first generation student
population of the Southwest as it endeavors torattaeir personal goals
through more advanced education. In academia domalke a real contribu-
tion to an ethnically diverse American society whiembodied the ideals |
had absorbed as a child and which also reflecteal 2abstantial degree my
own life experiences. Thisissionand the activities it has involved over the
years have been and continues to be sources dfsgitesfaction to me.

| began publishing, bringing in grants for reskaand became involved
in creating a series of the European—oriented esumss well as new
University programs. One of my initial observatiacencerning the El Paso
border region was a bunch of programs across theetsity with sufficient
Spanish cultural and Latin American educationautnpJ TEP, by the very
nature of its location across the river from Mexwth some 10% of its
students crossing the border daily to attend Usitseclasses, was very much
oriented towards Latin America. UTEP needed otleesectives and courses
which I could provide and was actively encouragedffer.

Teaming up with my senior distinguished colleafjoen the Department
of Modem Languages and Linguistics, Professor Jd@oistein—Galicia, a
Jewish American with Polish roots, we organized @ess—Cultural Ethnic
Study Center under a grant from the Spencer Foiomdas a venue for the
study and research of the Southwest BorderlandsigBeecipients of the
prestigious foundation grant, we also applied aatived a very large grant
from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NE&f the federal
government to develop and introduce ethnic and iSpdanguage programs
across several university departments.

This Center was an innovative approach in thelgeest as well as in the
country more generally at the time. The broad fafléthnic—oriented studies
across academic disciplines was not common andifemy, people believed
it could be done in Texas in which Hispanic cultinaed to contend with a
Tejano heritage going back to the time of the Republic Téxas. Our
Spencer/NEH Foundation grant of $400,000 was mdtdyethe University
and for that time (1970) the largest in the Collefd.iberal Arts. We were
assured the cooperation of dozens professors inugadisciplines and over
the next few years had introduced parallel bilingeducation at UTEP. For
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the first time in U.S. colleges, introductory cassvere to be taught in both
English and Spanish in some seven departmentg i@dHege of Liberal Arts
and Sciences were developed and offered to stud@&ulktical Science,
Sociology, Music, History, Chemistry, Communicasoand Mathematics).
The program we established still exists today incllentering students can
select from courses offered in either English oargh and using English
language textbooks for first two semesters of study

When the program was fully operational, the NEHAfashington, D.C.
delegated me to offer seminars on other collegepoaes along both the
Canadian and Mexican borders to acquaint them with achievement in
designing and implementing a bilingual program nmod&hereas such
programs were normal in countries like Canada, hetbe state of Texas, it
was not just unusual — it was totally unheard oheWV presenting the model at
conferences colleagues and academic administrétonsd it difficult to
believe we had actually succeeded in implementiig iilingual approach to
advanced education.

This initiative had far reaching consequencesniyr future long term
research and publication output. Much of my subsatjbooks and articles
written and published as well as publications edifghree books on U.S.
Southwest Politics & Issues) were on the topic otitBwest Politics and
Border Studies. As an outgrowth of this professidoaus | became one of
the five original founders of the American Bordetudes Association
(ABSA) which began publication of a scholarly joalat New Mexico State
University in Las Cruces, New Mexico. In March @&, | initiated and co—
organized an International Border Studies Confererat three local
universities in Mexico, Texas and New Mexico. Itsnamsuccessful first such
conference which was attended by some 650 pamitsgeom 54 countries on
4 continents. As of 2012, it is the only assocratas its kind in the United
States.

The forgoing is not to suggest that my commitmémtPolish/East
European studies had fallen by the wayside. Itfelt a university the size of
UTEP with 8,000 students in 1960 (21,000 in 200&ra22,000 in 2012)
should have an interdisciplinary program in Russaamd East European
Studies. Although | had been teaching several esurns this area of
concentration, | believed that it was necessanrdss discipline lines in order
to provide students with a more comprehensive wtaeding of reality in that
part of the world. Soon after my arrival at UTERvas able to create an
Interdisciplinary Program involving various depaems in the Social
Sciences and Humanities such as History, Modermguages, Sociology and
of course Political Science. | have been coordigathis program for over
twenty years without having had to create a sepdtapartment. Since its
inception The Russian and East European Studiesdiatiplinary program
has attached the best students from each of thiplthes participating.

Although | planned to stay at the University ofx@e only some 5-6
years, the opportunities, challenges and generademgic conditions
motivated my decision to stay at UTEP permaneiiihe Department climate
was favorable; | was involved in a number of progrdevelopment projects,



152 Zbigniew Anthony Kruszewski

teaching large and small classes, as well as sesnimdnternational Politics,
Comparative Politics, Russian and Eastern Europest¥vh Europe, Border
Studies and Developing World Politics.

My academic career at UTEP was developing in psomgi and
challenging fashion. Apart from the programmatic deaching freehand, |
was also able to rapidly make up previously lasetiand move up the career
ladder. By 1970, | was promoted to Associate Peafesind became a full
professor by 1972. | was also active in UTEP acadeffairs including the
University Senate. Twice | was elected as Chairmobithe Department of
Political Science: once in in 1974 and again in4l9&erved as a chairman of
the department for nine years. altogether. In 198@s elected Chair of the
Graduate Council of UTEP and served for two termsl 1984. Each year
since 1968 | participated on at least a twice yebasis conferences held by
the American Political Science Association (APSHe American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Slavic Studies (AAASS) the Association for
the Study of Nationalities (ASN). | also travelledtensively between 1967
and 2003 as a guest lecturer and visiting profésdwolar to universities and
Academies of Science in Poland, Yugoslavia, RomaHiangary, USSR,
Brazil, Japan, Israel, Germany, Ukraine and Rudsmas also privileged to
have taught as an exchange professor at the UityefsTexas at Austin, the
University of London and the London School of Ecmies and Political
Science.

During my teaching career, | was honored to rexéhe University of
Texas System Chancellor’'s Outstanding Teaching Awar1988 and the
UTEP Vice President for Academic Affairs Award facademic Excellence
in 1982. | also took part in the cultural activétief the El Paso community as
a member of the Board of Directors of the El Pagm@ony Orchestra (two
times) and a member of the Board of Directors @& Hl Paso Holocaust
Museum and Study Center (HMSC) (2006—-08). To mywkedge, the El
Paso HMSC is the only one in the country officiadating that the Nazi
camps killed 6 million Jews and 5 million Gentiles.

In order to leave a more permanent mark and legatlye University of
Texas at El Paso my wife and | funded a Kruszewskinily Endowed
Professorship in Political Science and 3 endowédlacships named after the
Family, my mother and mother—in—law to be used jisR exchange
students and U.S. students. To honor my wife’s warkhe Nasza Reduta
(1951-1966), legitimate theatre in Chicago, andllseyears teaching Spanish
at El Paso’s St. Clements School, | recently ewstiadtl the June Sadowski
Kruszewski Endowed Professorship in Theatre Arth@atUniversity of Texas
at El Paso. And to honor the memory of my mategrahdfather, the first
Esperanto poet, | established the Antoni Grabowskdowed Memorial
Professorship in the Department of Linguisticshat Wniversity of Texas at El
Paso to commemorate the Centennial of the UniyarsiEl Paso.

Xl
The return of Poland to the family of democratations in 1989 exerted
an exceptionally strong attraction upon me. Afitty fyears it again became



A Life in the Academia Unusually Shaped by WarExite. An Autobiography153

possible to envision a Poland which could be betmakcratic and prosperous.
I was simply elated at the transition of Polandrfra communist state to a
functioning democracy. | realized the path to deraog and economic growth
would not be without its challenging moments, ahladle and instances of
divided opinions. But my outlook was one charaettiby hope for a better
future.

During the years of Communist domination of Polamy interest in
Polish and East European Affairs has never wanedsited Europe quite
frequently and kept in touch with Polish academistitutions overseas and
was appointed professor of Political Science atRbksh University Abroad,
whose seminars and conferences | regularly atteraded presenter and
conference panel organizer on specific topics.

Poland’s bid to become a full member of NATO ie thte 1990s was an
especially significant moment. Apart from the rgabf trade and economic
development which meant for Poland facing the Wakich had been
forbidden during the years of communist rule, mersi@ in NATO would
position/identify Poland as avestern nation Poland’s bid to enter this
essentially military alliance of western nationsswaadily understood by
Polish Americans. Polish foreign policy, as is tase with all nations, is to a
significant degree defined by history and geographythe case of Poland,
Russian and German territorial ambitions had redulin invasions and
occupation and in the case of WWII, with tragiculesfor the country. After
WWII, the German threat was no longer a significaoricern. However, even
after the liberation and independence of the easbean nations (including
the now united Germany), Poland was historicalktified to be concerned
about Russians intentions on its eastern border.

At this point the nexus between Poland’s bid tdr NATO membership
and my own life was formed. Having been a membeahefPolish American
Congress in the U.S. since 1952, | was mindfutsopotential role in lobbying
for Poland’s admission to NATO. PAC at that timpresented 9 million self—
identified Polish Americans and as mentioned eawias a political lobby to
be reckoned with in the United States. The Vicesiglent for Polish Affairs at
PAC for some twenty four years, Mr. K. Lukomskiedi Under PAC rules,
the vacancy was filled until the 1992 Annual Megtiof PAC by Mr. Jan
Nowak—-Jezioranski. The Executive Council of PACamaged me to run for
this position and in October, 1992, was electedothe next PAC Vice
President for Polish Affairs. | served in this pgmsi for a period of six years
(1992-98). As Vice President, | was able tto viatlonia communities in
many countries, many of them within the former 8o@phere of control not
visited by Poles and outsiders since 1917. Thosee wiee exciting and
motivating visits. At this time PAC also embarked a major project of
charitable support directed primarily at Polonibaas and cultural activity in
the former USSR. This was an exciting and memorablgéod for me as a
Polish American.

One of key projects PAC undertook at this time wasobby the U.S.
Congress in support of Poland’s entry into NAT@uill always remember the
tension and excitement of that campaign. Lettelsnp calls and telegrams
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flooded Washington, D.C. originating from all cormef the United States. At
one point the White House asked us to desist gimeie telephone exchange
was being blocked. During visits to Washington, D.Gurprised was
expressed at the geographic diversity of suppgdyed by PAC. | need to
proudly add that all members of the Political Sceeepartment faculty at
the University of Texas at El Paso signed and eehta petition supporting
the Polish NATO initiative.

Soon after Poland regained its independence amsdabke to introduce
Market Economy and Democracy as the twin pillari@f rebirth in 1989, |
was able, indirectly, to contribute to her post—@mmist stability. In the
early 1990s when the Federal Bureau of InvestigatiBl) was establishing
its formal contacts with the Polish government asthblishing its office in
Warsaw, | was approached by its Director to ach asnsultant. | was asked
to provide an analysis of the Polish security $itumalong with awish list of
likely training and equipment requirements if Polawas to effectively
confront the threats to a peaceful and stable sop@sed by organized crime
(the Mafia) and Narcotraficantes And during my visit to Washington, D.C.
following a trip by the FBI director to Poland inet early 1990s, he informed
me that the recommendations | had made were maddalale to the
appropriate Polish security authorities as a gesttit).S. friendship.

Xl

Post communist Poland gave me the opportunity l&y pny part in
undoing the damage done first by the Nazis and byethe Communists to
Polish society and culture. Keenly aware of a sefigeersonal responsibility
for restoring the memory of the Polish Esperanteo&stion which was part
of my personal heritage, | first began in 1988,retefore the Berlin Wall
came down, by restoring a plaque commemorating Wr@oabowski that had
been destroyed by the Nazis in Warsaw along withbéishing new ones in
Torun, Wroclaw, Malbork and on the campus of thaversity of Warsaw.
Streets in five Polish cities were named after laind | funded two yearly
awards in his name at the University of Warsaw taigg in 1995 for
excellence in research in the field of Chemistrglso was involved in UTEP
signing a student exchange agreement with the sityeof Torun. The first
Polish graduate students arrived in El Paso inFdleof 2013 with Teaching
Assistantships arranged in the Department of Ralitscience.

Academically, Poland after the communist yolk wesoved became and
has remained an exciting environment charactelizeah intellectual ferment
which had been suppressed for many years. | wastahparticipate in this
intellectual reawakening in different ways throulyhkages with the East
Central Europe History Institute in Lublin, the Kwgrn European Institute in
Szczecin and the Mianowski Foundation for Scientibevelopment in
Warsaw as a member of their respective Boards oédiirs, aiding in the
subsidization of scholarly works of the MianowskiuRdation as well as the
Eastern European Studies Center at the Univerdityarsaw, and as a
consequence of my relationship with the Jewish canities in the U.S. over
many years, provided funds for the publication obks suggested by the
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Center of Jewish Studies of the University of Warsalaving noticed the
lack of scholarly textbooks in English in a numloéPolish colleges, | was
able to send some 3000 volumes to the library efUhiversity of Szczecin
which had the greatest gap in its collection oflEshganguage books.

Since 1993, visits to Poland during the summessatiawed me to teach
every year at the Eastern Summer School at theesity of Warsaw. The
junior scholars from previously Soviet controlledtses had been coming to
UW to be instructed by an international facultyeafst European area experts.
The seminars and course themes at the School fbausEast European Area
Studies. Having been subject to Communist dominattw more than four
decades, there wasgap in the development of non—Communist intellectual
perspectives in former Soviet bloc countries iruenber of areas important to
the understanding the evolution of democratic $@sesince the end of World
War II: Civil Rights, Recent Political Development§he Role of Great
Powers in Shaping the Contemporary World, FeminBoiitical Democracy
& Market Economy, Globalization and The Politics bfinority Issues.
Hundreds of the alumni of this Summer School Pnograre now
professionals in academia, the diplomatic corps, rttedia and the cultural
institutions of their respective countries

The opening of Poland to democracy had the impiastimulating greater
interest in the country in the West. The Smithsoriisstitute began offering
lecture tours of Poland and between 1993 and 20@as lecturing to these
groups of visitors sometimes as much as 2-3 toaersypar. The groups
represented a cross—section of American intelléstoainclude academicians
and retired diplomats. They were excellent studistesners and | also
arranged to introduce them to selected East Eurofesalers such as Lech
Walesa in Gdansk.

Poland’s return to the family of democratic nasoand its’ progress
thereafter have been a source of tremendous pnidlesatisfaction to me. The
fact that this transition to democracy has beercgfedis a reflection of the
practical wisdom of the Polish people in absorlilmglessons of the past. The
flourishing of intellectual life in Poland and thenergy visible in Polish
society and the economy are clear demonstratiasaver four decades of
communist domination were unable to crush the tspfithe country. |
ardently hope that within this context of a Polisbirth that the ties between
Poland and Polonia will experience its’ own formrehewal in which Polish
identity and culture will be further enriched

Xl

The journey thus far has been an eventful andrfasing one. And it is by
no means over. | plan to continue teaching fulletiat my University and to
maintain my commitment to and participation in #@tivities which have
defined a large part of my professional and peisbfeafor many decades
now. My Polish heritage has been the core of mysquel identity. This
heritage has commanded my unflagging loyalty. lehbsen fortunate enough
to experience this heritage from different perspest directly in terms of my
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early youth and through the tragedy of war; as l&iga exile in the early
post war period; and as a Polish American.

People are not often given the opportunity to joallly reflect on the
trajectory of one’s life. As an educator and schdlais reflection can
reasonably be viewed as a responsibilitymitzvah as my Jewish friends and
colleagues would likely describe it.

To the best of my ability | have attempted to kéafh with the values
inculcated by my mother, to act upon an on—goingire@dment to the best
interests of my native homeland, and to fulfill thesponsibility as a
scholar/educator fostering the development of hustianperspectives with
which to realistically confront the challenges fagicontemporary societies
and the international community.

The early years of my life in Poland producedhiies and ideals with
which the challenges of life would be subsequeatigfronted. World War I
was the proving ground of these values and idalde,revealing the necessity
of action if they are to maintain their relevanegsade the world of academia.
The British Interludeas a Pole in self-imposed exile from his communist
dominated homeland was crucial in the formulatidragost war, Polish
expatriate identitysustained by my involvement with the Polish comityuof
Britain and through exposure to the workings of lismgstyle democracy.
Permanent residence and later citizenship in thietrStates provided the
opportunity to achieve professional goals and th#éity to actualize my
values and ideals through teaching; scholarly rebeand publication; as an
active member of the Polish American community; gmdugh my activities
as a Professor of Political Science at the Uniterdi Texas at El Paso.

In conclusion, | can only offer the following olpgations to students as
well as others:

ALWAYS remain faithful to the humanistic ideals wh are the treasured
legacy of the western intellectual tradition despithat all too often seems to
be a world in which conflict — internal and extdraappears to be the norm.

Recognize that a strong sense of identity — natjathnic, religious — is
in no way incompatible with these humanistic ideals

Active engagement by scholars in issues of impegawithin and
between countries. Remember that as intellectualbave a responsibility to
the societies of which we are a part and to Hurganita broader sense. The
Ivory Tower a pejorative term sometimes used to describe dtieer
worldliness of higher education apart from the natural scien@nd
engineering, does not obviate the responsibilityhaee to be relevant from a
humanistic perspective in our teaching, researshyeall as related activities
outside the University environment.

AND ALWAYS REMAIN TRUTHFUL AND FAITHFUL TO IDEALS,
GOALS AND DREAMS.



